
PRESS RELEASE

June 1 - August 31, 2013 

Beyond the mystical landscape
Environmental Art

Island of San Francesco del Deserto, Lagoon of Venice

Opening: May 30, 2013, 4:30pm
Among the institutional initiatives of the Italian Ministry for Cultural Wealth and Events, promoted by the Servizio architettura 

e arti contemporanee della Direzione Generale PaBAAC for the 55th International Art Exhibition (Biennale of Venice 2013).

Artists and Artworks

Julia Artico Tra Terra Cielo e Acqua 
Nicoletta Freti O beata solitudo! O sola beatitudo!

Pam Longobardi Reflecting Web of the Anthropocene
Chicco Margaroli Ogni luce

Stefano Passerotti Altare della Natura Sonoro 
Musica originale di Francesco Mantero

Maria Grazia Rosin Morbide macchine carnivore
Lorella Salvagni Trasvolare

Livio Seguso Attraverso il Tempo
Maria Luisa Sponga Ulisse non c’è
Lucia Sterlocchi Dentro il silenzio

Barbara Toffano Quando la marea sussurra

Progetto Merletto Frattale di Maria Grazia Rosin,
Maestra merlettaia Sandra Maravacchio

Curatrice Simonetta Gorreri

Opening performance: Cristiana Moldi Ravenna “NOMEN” 
(in collaboration with Gianni de Luigi and Fiora Gandolfi Herrera)

con il Patrocinio 
dell’Università Iuav 
di Venezia

CITTÀ DI VENEZIA

con il Patrocinio 
dell’Assessorato 

alle Attività Culturali

ARTLIFE for the World
eventi d’arte contemporanea 

Associazione Culturale



Technogel - Pozzoleone Vicenza Italia 
Galerie Italienne art e design, Paris 
Galerie Fabrice Galvani, Toulouse. 

Sponsors 

Beyond the mystical landscape
PRESS RELEASE

Collaborations: Comunità dei Frati minori (Isola di San Francesco del Deserto)- IUAV Dipartimento Culture del progetto
Laguna Fla Escursioni - Associazione NordEstSudOvest - Ottonote edizioni musicali

Among the institutional initiatives of the Italian Ministry for Cultural Wealth and Events, promoted by the Servizio architet-
tura e arti contemporanee della Direzione Generale PaBAAC for the 55th International Art Exhibition (Biennale of Venice 
2013), the cultural association ARTLIFE for the World, Events of Contemporary Art, is presenting a new environmental 
art exhibition named Oltre il paesaggio mistico/ Beyond the Mystical Landscape.

The exhibition enlightens in particular the idea of WATER ART, already presented in previous Artlife exhibitions, namely 
ARTELAGUNA 95 (Centennial of the Venice Biennale, 1995), APHRODITE 2009 (island of Sant’Erasmo, Bien-
nale of Visual Arts 2009), and VENETIAN DREAM (Istanbul 2010 - European Capital of Culture).

The realization of these spectacular exhibitions, in which artworks interact with the natural events of each parti-
cular environment, requires a careful analysis of the territory, the planning of ad hoc artwork, and strict collabo-
ration with local institutions. The exhibition Beyond the Mystical Landscape is devoted to the landscape beauty 
of the island of San Francesco del Deserto, as well as its memory and spirituality. For the first time artworks of 
contemporary art are exhibited in San Francesco, thanks to the support of MiBAC to the 55th International Art 
Exhibition, Biennale of Venice 2013.

The artists have prepared specific projects for the site, never realized before. The projects will be installed during 
the week before the opening, on May 22-29. They will be placed both in the lagoon environment (in particular on 
the “barene,” salt marshes around the island), and in the gardens and cloister of the convent. The traditions of 
the lagoon will be recalled through specific projects devoted to the Murano glass and Burano lace. The parcourse 
of the exhibition will be presented both at the arrival point on the island and near each installation.

The theme of the exhibition intends to put the spiritual atmosphere of San Francesco del Deserto in a contempora-
ry context. According to history, Saint Francis arrived in the island around 1220, returning from the Levant, and 
the convent of the “Frati Minori” is the only community left on the island. They have kindly agreed in conceding 
the space of the island and will collaborate to the event through a special care of the gardens.

Practical Info:

Opening hours: 
9:00-11:00am / 15:00-17:00pm, 
Monday closed. 

How to reach San Francesco del Deserto: 
Pubblic boat line n.12, from Venice-”Fondamente 
Nove” to Burano. 
From Burano to San Francesco: private boat loca-
ted near the public line n.9 to Torcello 
(please contact the company “Laguna Fla,” 
Massimiliano +39 347 9922959).

General info: 

ARTLIFE for the World - Venezia 3012-
Tel/Fax: +39 041 5209723 
ww.artlifefortheworld.it, artlifefortheworld@libero.it


